
VERGENNES EMERGENCY CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

MARCH 25, 2020 

MINUTES 

 

Mayor Jeff Fritz called the emergency meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom video conferencing.  Those 

in attendance were: 

 

 Mayor Jeff Fritz      Alderman Mark Koenig    

 Deputy Mayor Lynn Donnelly    Alderman Lowell Bertrand   

 Alderman William Benton    Police Chief George Merkel   

 Alderman David Austin     Morgan Kittredge, City Clerk   

 City Manager Daniel Hofman     

  

 

Mayor Fritz then turned the meeting over to Manager Hofman. Manager Hofman indicated that he has 

been collaborating with neighboring towns, local representatives and other local officials every other 

day via Zoom. Pursuant to Governor Scott’s Executive Order (Stay-At-Home Order) only essential work is 

allowed in-person and no in-person non-essential business. Manager Hofman has been busy notifying 

the public in a variety of methods as to what services are available, such as changes to services provided 

by the Clerk’s office, meal services for adults and children, school services, etc.  

 

Alderman Donnelly asked for an update on the Trash and Recycling. Manager Hofman has spoken to the 

hauler, R & L Rubbish, and was told that service would be continuing. The City Clerk will make a post on 

Front Porch Forum about this.  

 

Alderman Brooks reported that the Meals on the Bus program is considered essential and will be 

continuing.  

 

Manager Hofman reported that the paving project that was initially pushed up is now postponed due to 

the Executive Order. Other projects that the City had planned may also be held off until the pandemic 

passes.  

 

Warrants will continue like normal.  

 

The City files are on a cloud-based server and are easily accessible for City Hall employees to be able to 

work remotely.  City Hall staff utilizes MS Teams to remain in touch and collaborate on projects.  

 

Update from Chief Merkel: He is putting together a protocol to protect the officers and public by limiting 

contact. Officers are not stopping vehicles except for major infractions. When responding to calls at 

homes, officers wear gloves and masks and try to do as much as possible outside of the home.  The 

police department is no longer doing fingerprinting. the major concern is that they do not have any 

proper PPE (Personal Protective Equipment). They do have antiseptic wipes, but are running low, and 



hand sanitizer. It is anticipated that domestic related calls will increase during this time due to the 

increased stress and inability to go elsewhere. Otherwise, calls for police service have been down.  

 

Mayor Fritz reported that the collaboration with the neighboring towns has been great. A second drop 

off location for food is in the works and will be at the Vergennes Police Department.  Chief Merkel 

expressed thanks to Bill Wager and the Town of Ferrisburgh for providing a trailer to keep at the parking 

lot of the Police Station.  

 

Many expressed concerns over sewer and septic issues, especially the status of the Macdonough pump 

station. A reminder should go out stating to not flush anything but toilet paper.   

 

Shaw’s grocery store has Seniors Only shopping Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 7-9.  

 

Alderman Benton inquired as to the most efficient way to help the Boys and Girls Club and the Food 

Shelf.  Mayor Fritz indicated that cash donations are best. That the supply chain is shrinking because of 

the closures and limitations of restaurants.  

 

Alderman Bertrand indicated that at Collins Aerospace employees who can work from home do. 

Obviously, the production line cannot, but they are utilizing proper precautions.  

 

Hofman reported he had a conversation with the Director of Job Corps. Staff were still working on 

campus, but most students had gone home, except 10 who could not leave.  

 

Alderman Austin expressed his dissatisfaction with the Governor. He believes the Executive Order is too 

little too late and that stricter steps should be taken.  

 

Interstate border travel was a concern of some on the Council. Mayor Fritz reported that AMTRAC has 

been suspended, Alderman Donnelly reported that she heard that the Vermont New York border was 

going to close.  

 

All members were in consensus that Manager Hofman has done an excellent job spreading the word on 

the resources available for our region of Addison County.  

 

Alderman Bertrand moved to adjourn; motion was seconded by Alderman Koenig, with all voting in 

favor.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Morgan Kittredge 

Vergennes City Clerk 

 

 


